As we start 2018, we would like to reflect with you on the many successes of Community Health Care in 2017. This is our 49th year of providing care to Pierce County and currently 1 in 18 Pierce County residents use us as their healthcare home.
As we complete a year of great accomplishment, we look forward to 2018 and beyond. In 2018 we anticipate two new projects on behalf of those infected with HIV and those at risk for HIV. The goal of both of these projects are to better reach an international goal called "90-90-90" which means 90% of those living with HIV are aware of their diagnosis, 90% are taking sustained antiretroviral medication and 90% are undetectable which means they can reach their optimal health and they can't transmit to others.
In 2018 we will expand Saturday hours to include our Spanaway dental clinic and strive to serve more patients through our medical, pharmacy, and behavioral health services. Already this year a new Pharmacy Residency is beginning and will soon start training new Pharmacists.
We at Community Health Care hope that you will continue to support our effort to provide the highest quality care to our community. 
Maternity Support Services
In this specialized program, expectant mothers have a nurse, social worker and nutritionist available at any time. The goal of the program is to provide education and access to community resources to help the new mother and child have a healthy start to their life together.
Ryan White Program
This is a Federal program to help prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS and to provide medical care and other resources to those living with the disease.
Insurance Enrollment Assistance
In Person Assisters help families navigate the process to enroll in insurance programs.
Outreach Workers
Outreach Workers help patients access referral services they can afford when needed care is beyond the scope of Community Health Care. They also connect patients with community resource services and provide interpreter services. 
Women's Health & Maternity

Behavioral Health
Our Behavioral Health Consultants offer assistance to patients when habits, behaviors, stress, worry, or emotional concerns interfere with your daily life. They also offer substance abuse support and referrals to specialty services.
Family Dental Care
All dentists have completed Access to Baby and Child Dentistry (ABCD) training and are certified to care for very young children, expectant mothers as well as all adults.
• Family dentistry 
Family Medicine Residency
This program features a three year residency where residents develop the experience needed to work in a Community health setting. Our second class of six residents will graduate from the program in June of 2018. 
Residency Programs
Dental Residency
In partnership with NYU Lutheran Medical Services, Community Health Care provides a one year dental residency program. This program gives our residents needed clinical experience and additional dental training.
Nurse Practitioner Residency
The Nurse Practitioner Residency is a one year program designed to give recent ARNP graduates added clinical experience. The time spent working in our Hilltop clinic, helps our ARNP residents develop experience working in a community health setting. 
Expanding Medicaid is saving Washington taxpayers $1.1 billion. Federally Qualified Health
Centers, such as Community Health Care, in Washington State are now providing care to 58% more Medicaid patients. These centers need 203 full-time providers to be fully staffed to meet patient need. When this happens, 45,000 unserved medical patients and 18,000 unserved dental patients will be able to access care.
Currently only one in five Medicaid patients have access to dental care. This is one reason why our residency programs are so important. Patients served at community health centers often have complex medical and dental histories that can be intimidating for new providers. Also, exposing residents to the joy of working in community health encourages them to serve this population. Studies have shown that many of the residents will stay in Pierce County and in community health. This benefits all of us as our neighbors, family members and friends are able to access care and improve the quality of their lives. In August CHC was privileged to assist the Tanbara family in hosting a community memorial for George Tanbara, MD. The individuals listed above made a financial contribution specifically for the "Celebration of Life" or to Community Health Care in general because of their desire to support the organization Dr. Tanbara founded.
Dr. George Tanbara
-2017
Put The Patients
First! Throughout its 49 years, George never stopped his involvement with Community Health Care. He nurtured and helped it grow to a clinic system with five medical and four dental clinics and more than 400 employees. He always championed the needs of those we serve. He taught us to always put the patients first. His commitment and dedication has led to hundreds of thousands of individuals receiving care regardless of the insurance they hold or the money in their pockets. This has made an immeasurable impact on the health of Pierce County and its citizens.
It is impossible to put into words how much the patients, staff and Board will miss Dr. Tanbara. We will never forget him and will always strive to "Put the patients first!"
Thank you to our generous donors of the Hilltop Regional Health Center Third Floor Expansion Campaign. With their support, we were able to complete our third floor expansion.
The additional space has the capacity to serve 5,000 more patients each year. It provides additional exam rooms, space for five more primary care providers and for our Ryan White HIV/AIDS program.
In 2017, 2,088 patients were served through 6,179 patients visits. The space offically opened in January of 2017. 
